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DMAI EUROPEAN ADVISORY COUNCIL WELCOMES NEW CHAIR AND TWO NEW MEMBERS

Brussels, 12 June 2009 - Destination Marketing Association International (DMAI) European Advisory Council
welcomes its new Chair and two new members.

DMAI established the European Advisory Council (EAC) in January 2007 shortly after opening its European
office in Brussels. The Council’s mission is to give the association valuable insights, advice and guidance for
doing business in Europe. Since its creation, the EAC has been very active in directing DMAI's European
office development, establishing industry partnerships, contributing to the education offerings in Europe, and
serving as a general sounding board.

At the Council meeting last May, Charles-Eric Vilain Xllll, Managing Director of Lille Convention Bureau,
has been appointed as new Chair of the EAC succeeding David Hornby who departed VisitLondon. Charles-
Eric Vilain XIlll has more than 20 years experience in the meetings industry. He has been working as
destination marketeer for more than 16 years, first for the Brussels Convention Bureau (Belgium) and now as
Managing Director of the Lille Convention Bureau (France) which he has successfully set up. Lille Convention
Bureau was the first European CVB to obtain the DMAI Accreditation.

“The European Advisory Council's key role is to provide guidance, experience and
advice to support DMAI in its European development and contribute to take the
destination marketing industry in Europe to another level. As the new Chair, | will
reinforce  my pro-active involvement with DMAI andplan to lead the council
with an outlined strategic view and vision.” says Charles-Eric Vilain XIlll, Managing

j{(‘ Director of Lille Convention Bureau.

Paul Flackett, Managing Director of IMEX, remains as Vice Chair of the EAC. Charles-Eric’s and Paul’s
active involvement and industry knowledge combined will provide DMAI and its members with strong
representation in all major industry events and important meetings. The Chair and/or Vice Chair will represent
the European Advisory Council at the DMAI Board of Directors. Both Charles-Eric and Paul will remain in
these positions through July of 2010.

In addition to this, DMAI is thrilled to announce that two new members joined the EAC: Milos Milovanovic
CEO of Serbia Convention Bureau and Jan Wittouck, CEO of Flanders-Brussels Convention Bureau.
Both Milos and Jan offered to join the EAC to help DMAI further reinforce its regional structure and
representation.

“Solutions and education provided by DMAI can be crucial for young and emerging destinations to succeed in
the international meeting industry. Being a member of DMAI means being a member of the global business
network. “ advocates Milos Milovanovic.



"It is my aim as member of the European Advisory Board to convince other CVB’s about the extraordinary
added value DMAI can deliver in the enhancement of the destination image-building and marketing. This will
not only improve the CVB's effectiveness but also upgrade our entire industry and this to everyone’s benefit."
adds Jan Wittouck.

With these new appointments, DMAI feels confident that European CVBs and Tourism Boards will be well
represented and that it will be successful in offering the right services to help their European members be
among the most successful Destination Marketing Organisations in the region.

For more information about DMAI or to become a member, contact:
Kristina T'Seyen

DMAI Europe Managing Director

T:+322 789 23 44

ktseyen@destinationmarketing.org

www.destinationmarketing.org
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Destination Marketing Association International (DMAI) is the world’s largest and most reliable resource
for official destination marketing organisations (DMOs). The organisation is dedicated to improving the
effectiveness of over 2,300 professionals from nearly 650 destination marketing organisations in more than 25
countries. DMAI provides members with cutting-edge educational resources, networking opportunities and
marketing benefits. With 91 members in Europe, and an expanded operational team, DMAI in Europe is
providing increased services to the DMOs community throughout the region.
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